In the two-dimensional title coordination polymer, [Zn(C 8 H 4 O 4 )(C 14 H 14 N 4 )] n , the Zn II atom adopts a distorted tetrahedral geometry, being ligated by two O atoms from two different benzene-1,3-dicarboxylate dianions and two N atoms from two symmetry-related 1,2-bis(imidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene molecules. The dihedral angles between the imidazole rings and the benzene ring in the neutral ligand are 76.31 (13) and 85.33 (15) . The Zn II atoms are bridged by dicarboxylate ligands, forming chains parallel to the a axis, which are further linked by 1,2-bis(imidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene molecules, generating a two-dimensional layer structure parallel to the ac plane. The crystal structure is enforced by intralayer and interlayer C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 8 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 2; (iii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 2; (iv) x; y; z À 1; (v) x À 1; y; z À 1. et al., 2008; Liu et al., 2008 Liu et al., , 2009 . From careful inspection of the reported cases, we found that the ligand exhibits a special ability to formulate the compounds, and different organic anions play an important role in directing the final structures and topologies (Hu et al., 2008) . Inspired by the these considerations, 1,2-bis(imidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene was chosen as neutral ligands, and benzene-1,3-dicarboxylate as co-ligand to construct the title complex.
The title compound is a two-dimensional layer coordination polymer. The zinc(II) atom adopts a distorted tetrahedral molecules to generate a two-dimensional layer structure parallel to the ac plane (Fig. 2) . The crystal structure is enforced by intralayer and interlayer C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) .
A mixture of Zn(NO 3 ) 2. 6H 2 O (29.1 mg, 0.1 mmol), benzene-1,3-dicarboxylate acid (16.4 mg, 0.1 mmol), 1,2-bis-(imidazol-1-ylmethyl)benzene (23.8 mg, 0.1 mmol), NaOH (8 mg, 0.2 mmol) and H 2 O (15 ml) was added in a Teflonlined stainless steel vessel. The vessel was sealed and heated for 3 d at 140 °C. After the mixture was slowly cooled to room temperature, colourless block crystals were obtained in a yield of ca 59% based on Zn.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with 
Computing details
Figure 1
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, extended to show the Zn coordination geometry. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. Suffixes A and B denote symmetry operators (-1+x, y, z) and (x, y, 1+z), respectively.
Figure 2
The two-dimensional layer structure of the title compound. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (
